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That may cause international strife between the two countries.

@ rib (@ stricken (®  written @ archive
i 2

To carry out this project precedes all other things.

@ complete @ precedence (3 preference @  kettle
3

I’ll have a lot of work to do today.

@ sword (@ accord (3 worm (4 northern
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fi 1
A: I’'m sorry, but I must be leaving now.

B: My pleasure. Please stop by when you come around here.

A: I’'m sure I will.

(D Is the dinner your happiness?

(2) Was the dinner made by you?

(3 I hope the dinner was good for us.

(4) Thank you very much again for the dinner.

fi] 2
A: Now, let me give you a more detailed explanation of the plans.

B: There are a couple of things I can’t understand.
A: Sure, go ahead. What would you like to know?

(D I'm sorry to interrupt you, but may I ask you a couple of questions?
(2) I'm sorry, but could you say it again, please.

(3) Excuse me, but could you speak a little louder?

(4) Thanks. But I wouldn’t like you to repeat that.

fil 3
A: I’'m from Toyama City in Japan.

B: Really? I spent three months in Japan last year, but didn’t have a chance to visit Toyama. E
A: It’s a city with the picturesque scenery, surrounded by the Japan Alps and the Sea of Japan.

(1) What does it look?

(2) How about it?

(3) How come you visited it?
(4) What’s it like?
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(1) Where there is smoke, there is fire.
(2) Too many cooks spoil the broth.
(3) So many men, so many minds.

(@) It’s never too late to learn.

M2 [ 11
A B LT B =T 4 — TR &0 2 B RVAL ?
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(D Anything is better than nothing.
(2) Easy come, easy go.

(3 Hunger is the best sauce.

(@) A word is enough to the wise.
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a. My flight ( ) off on time.
(FATHEITEZ & B 0 1IHERE L 72)

b. The accident last week ( ) place at this crossroads.

(eROHHIL. COREETRET)
D had (2) brought 3 got @ took

Mz | 13 |

a. The cherry blossom is regarded ( ) a symbol of Japan.
(BAIHAROGBIZE R SN Tn5)

b. She looks ( ) though she had seen a ghost.
ELLITMEET 200 L) 2REEZ LT 5)

@ as 2 on (3) after @ into
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a. He washes his car every ( ) day.
(E—HBEICEEZE->TVD)
b. I would appreciate it if you could give me your response to the questions I asked you the ( ) day.

(eHBZRALZEBANZHZE L 728W)
(D another (2 each (3 other (4) some

4 4

a. Luckily, we ( ) up with a great idea by the end of last week.
(FEW, BHKE TITWRFEDPATL)

b. I( ) across her in Kobe yesterday.
(FEH . A CEAMER E e o 72)

(D went @ ran (3) came (@ worked
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R 1 Iwonder if he has forgotten what I told him. his call for these three weeks.
(D I'would expect (@ Iwould have expected (3 I’'mexpecting (@ I have been expecting

fij 2 Mr. Nakata Spanish for ten years by next March.
(D will have been learning ~ (2) will be learning (3 had been learning (4 has been learning

[} 3 I think this car yesterday.

(D should have repaired ~ (2) should have been repaired (3 should be repairing
@ should be repaired

fJ4  The party last night was a lot of fun. I wish you with us.
(D have been (2) had been (3 should be @ were

5 1like Atsuko because she always enjoys .

(D whatever she does (2) whatever doing for her (3 whoever she is doing

(4 whomever comes to her

] 6 Yoshiko didn’t come, .
(D didn’t nor he (2 he didn’t nor (3 nor did he @ nor he didn’t



[H]7 This summer is much more humid than I have ever experienced.
(D the other (2 other (3) which @) any

[ 8 Her husband is the person I would have expected to see here.
(D most (2) worse () least @) last

]9 The woman in charge was understanding what I asked her to do.
(D incapable to (2) incapable of (3) unable of (4) impossible to

10 Please note that you eat and drink in this room.
(D are not allowed to (2 don’t allow to (3 don’t permit (4) are not permitted
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(D made 2 down (3 what @ turn ®) you
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The boss‘ H H 27 H H ‘before the presentation.

D back (2 me (3 on @ the (5 patted

M3 N=T g —=Dbo7zb, BLEATHETETIVETHZIATI ) ?
Do you ‘ H ‘ ‘ 28
(D your father (2 want (3 me @) pick up 3 to

‘ H ‘ at the hotel when the party is over?
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(D to be true (2) that guy’s story 3 good @ too (5) sounds
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‘ H H 30 H H ‘throughout the night.

(D of being assaulted (2) kept (3) awake @ them (5) the fear



NV ROELZGEAS FOM1~101% 2 Lo B HEREHICEER TR 20~O0ONH5 12
IOEN

Population and the Japanese economy

Preface

When the “bubble economy” collapsed at the beginning of the 1990s, Japan entered a long tunnel.
Although there is more than one reason for the sense of hopelessness that persisted over the quarter-century
since that time, the shrinking population is always cited as a negative factor.

The purpose of this book is to consider population - which is a key word when thinking about twenty-
first-century Japan, or for that matter the world-in connection with economics. Population might be called the
final outcome of human history. Population phenomena are complex and cannot be elucidated in their entirety
by any single existing field of study. This book is simply an essay on the relationship between economics and
population.

During the eighteenth century, Europe, where economics was established as an emerging discipline, was
undergoing a population explosion. Naturally, Adam Smith and the other economists of the day developed
a lively discourse regarding population. Particularly famous among these is An Essay on the Principle of
Population by Robert Malthus, which is invariably brought up when population is discussed. In chapter
1, after a simple review of the history of population, I introduce the arguments put forth by Malthus in the
eighteenth century, along with those made by Keynes, also in England, who examined the impact of the
economy in the first half of the twentieth century, and by the Swedish economists who pioneered efforts
toward resolving the population problem ahead of other countries.

Since ancient times, there have been various arguments from opposing viewpoints that the population
is “too large” or “too small.” But in Japan today, the decline of the population is already causing many
problems. The effects on social security, public finances, and regional communities are particularly serious.
Such issues are investigated in chapter 2.

The decline of the population is definitely a grave issue. Nevertheless, the “population-decline-
pessimism” casting a pall over the Japanese economy has gone entirely too far. In the second half of chapter
2, I argue that what determines economic growth is not population but innovation. While some people say
that, because the world population is shrinking, economic growth will be impossible and we should expect
zero growth at best, others are concerned conversely that more and more people will lose their places of work
because of the development of Al (artificial intelligence). Such issues are also considered in chapter 2.

In Europe, the trend towards population decline became clear at the end of the nineteenth century. This
violated Malthus’ principle of population which states that, when per capita income increases, the number
of children increases and population grows. Ever since Charles Darwin, drawing inspiration from Malthus,
published On the Origin of Species, the common assumption for the world of plants and animals, as well, has
been that when food supply increases, the number of organisms also increases. In human society, however,
population has declined in countries with high income levels. In parallel with this, there have been remarkable
increases in life expectancy. Malthus vigorously disputed that possibility. When we speak of “inequality,”
one of the key words in the twenty-first century, inequalities of income and wealth come to mind, but in fact

there is also inequality in life expectancy. The extension of life expectancy is closely related to innovation.



Population decline and life expectancy are examined in chapter 3.

A factor that has a large impact on both population and life expectancy is per capita income - and it is
innovation that bolsters per capita income. Innovation is the wellspring of economic growth in industrialized
nations.

Having said that, is economic growth desirable to begin with? Is economic growth meaningful? This is a
question that has been asked since ancient times. In economic circles, the “zero growth theory” of John Stuart
Mill, the nineteenth century intellectual giant, is well known. When this question is pursued to its end, it leads
to the fundamental question of what economics means for people.

That is a question which twenty-first-century Japan and the world must answer; it is also the theme of

chapter 4.

Yoshikawa Hiroshi (translated by Charles Stewart), Population and the Japanese Economy, Japan Publishing
Industry Foundation for Culture, English Edition, 2020, pp. 13, 14, 15.

NOTES

Read through the text and notes carefully before answering.

Preface explains the theme of the book.

Shrinking means decreasing here.

The purpose of this book is to consider population.

Economics was established as a university discipline (“gakumon” in Japanese).

The decline of population (“jinko gensho” in Japanese) is already causing many problems.
Life expectancy means “heikin jumyo” in Japanese.

Inequality means not being equal.

Per capita income means “hitori atari” in Japanese.

A A T o

Innovation means “sasshin” or “kaikaku’ in Japanese.

fif 1  “When the ‘bubble economy’ collapsed at the beginning of the 1990s, Japan entered a long tunnel.”
What does “a long tunnel” mean?
(D Japan had a period of success.
(2) Japan became a richer society.
(3 Japan had a period of difficulty.

(4) Japan entered a better time.

i 2  “The shrinking population is always cited as a negative factor.” Which is correct?
(D A decreasing population is always believed to be good news.

(2) A decreasing population is always considered bad news.
(3 A decreasing population is always thought of as positive.

(@) A decreasing population is always said to be welcome.



il 3 “During the eighteenth century, Europe, where economics was established as an emerging discipline,
was undergoing a population explosion.” Which is correct?
(D Many more children were being born.
(2) There was a population decline.
(3) The population was decreasing.

(4) Parents were having fewer children.

4 “But in Japan today, the decline of the population is already causing many problems.” Only three
problems are mentioned. Which one is not written in the text?
(D Social security
(2) Education
(3) Public finances

(4) Regional communities

] 5 Who believes in “population-decline-pessimism?”
(D Someone who thinks a declining population is quite all right.
(2) Someone who thinks a smaller population is a good idea.
(3) Someone who thinks a declining population is a real problem.

(4) Someone who thinks a smaller population is no problem.

] 6 People are saying three things “because the world population is shrinking.” Which one is not written

in the text?

(D Economic growth will be impossible.

(2) There will be many more jobs because of AL

(3) We should expect zero growth at best.

@ People will lose their places of work because of Al.

] 7 What was Robert Malthus’ “principle of population?”
(D When per capita income increases, the number of children decreases.

(2) When per capita income increases, the number of children increases.
(3) When per capita income increases, the population will decrease.

(4) When per capita income increases, the population will not change.

] 8 But what is true about “countries with high income levels?”
(D Population has declined in countries with high income levels.

(2) Population has increased in countries with high income levels.
(3 Population has got bigger in countries with high income levels.

(@) Population has multiplied in countries with high income levels.



19 How does “innovation” help an economy? Which is written in the text?
(D Innovation has a zero effect on the economy.

(2) Innovation has nothing to do with economic growth.
(3 Innovation does not increase per capita income.

(@) Innovation is the wellspring of economic growth.

10 At the end of the Preface, which question does the writer not ask?
(D He asks if economic growth is desirable.

(2) He asks if economic growth is meaningful.
(3 He asks why zero growth is not well known.

(4) He asks what economics means for people.
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There was a small village in the heart of the woods where all the people seemed to live in harmony.
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2

In talking with someone you just met, you should avoid asking personal questions such as ones about age

or weight.
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